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PMiscellancous. 
EFPECTS OF UNIVERSALISM. 

Universalists will not pretend to say, that 
the boasted effects created by the doctrines 
of most other sects, are to be witnessed a- 
mong them. ~ They will not, nor dothey wish 

_ to attribute to their doctrine, these violent ex- 
citements, those pretended supernatural oper- 

’ ‘ations, nor those paroxyisms produced on the 
animal passions, nor that assumption of ap- 
_ parent, though unsubstantial piety, too often 
created and fostered by the creeds of many 
others. It is the boast of Universalism, thit 
she is calculated to enlighten the understand- 








its of men ; by exhibiting the character of De- 
‘ty, in its proper and most lovely form, as the 
friend and the benefactor of the human.race. 
To exgite leve and gratitude to him, for his 
principles and works of goodness; and to kin- 
Ne in the soul, a flame of pure ‘devotion to 

; Notas an arbitrary tyrant, but as a ten- 
derand affectionate parent, that has the hap- 


, inspired with such views, considering 

the Almighty in sucha character, with such 

signs, and satisfied of his infinite power, 

' , and knowledye, cannot, if he would, 

Would not if he could, withhold from that Be- 
ing, his supreme veneration, hori 






come his ¢giterion of judgment, and_ his 
standard of déctrine: and his glossary to un- 
ravel and explain, all things. mystical or ob- 
scure. Itis thus, his mind is instructed and 
enlightened, however humble his literary pre- 
tensions; while those of much higher attain- 
ments in scientific knowledge, find themselves 
perpetually engulphed, in a labyrinth of dark- 
ness. and perplexity. ~The difference is this 
—the former thinks nothing true, but what 
corresponds with the Divine attributes, while 
the other weighs those attributes in the bal- 
ance with pre-conceived opinions, and dimin- 


the principles of his creed. , 

From all these grand charzeteristics, so 
fully set forth in the works God, and +o forci- 
bly inculcated in the Scriptures, the Univer- 
salist learns the relation he bears to others: 
that we are all of one family, all are brethren, 
all have one common parent, to whom the 
whole are as closely allied asany part: Here 
then, he learns to consider the interest of oth- 
ers as his own—to promote their happiness 
as that of his brethren—to desire, to pray for 
it—to sympathize with them in affliction and 
distress, and to rejoice in their prosperity. In 
short he is actuated by universal benevolence; 
the spitit that is “ good@o’-all, and whose ten- 
der mercies are over all his works ;” and this 
will of course be productive of every effort in 
his power, to fulfil the law of love, to all men, 
This, if we understand it, is the doctrine of 
the Gospel ; al] the Gospel requires of man :— 
This, if we understand it, is the morality of 
Universalism ; what she demands 6f all her 
believers, and what every true believer, will 


“ble. 
the minutia of dogmatical formilaries; for 

she knows that man is impertect in knowledge 

and that the infinite diversity 12 human intel- 

lect does not admit - ot fect similarity in | 
matters of opinion. But knowing it the duty | 
of all men to be good and to do good, accord- 
ing to their knowledge and ability, on this 
point she insists; and acknowledges no man 
as her disciple, who submits not to her moral 
requisitions. 

we wish to witness the genuine effects 
of Universalism? Letus descend into the 
vale of poverty and distress. There, sur- 
rounded with scenes of wretchedness, you will 
find a genuine Universalist, with a D 
if fortune has blessed him, and a hand of lib- 

erality to extend relief to the indigent and 
— But if this be beyond his means, you 
will find h 


im with a heart to feel, with a bos- 





om to 











E “homage, and 
love. These he takes for his key, to unlock 
” he treasures of Divine Revelatiou—these be- 





si ly ig 










ishes their weight, till they are conformed to” 


where the defenceless widow and the helpless 
orphan dwell: There shall you find him sooth- 
ing their anguish, lightening their burdens, 
meliorating their griefs, mitigating their sor- 
rows, and relieving their wants. The house- 
less wanderer, with him finds a shelter from 
the tempest, from the Sun’s scorching beams 
by day, or the chill damps by night—there 
the weary finds a resting place, and the hun- 
gry, a festal board. And here too, the mis- 
creant that treads the path of vice, will find a 
friendly counsellor, to admonish him of his 
faults, and reclaim him from the ways of er- 
ror. All this may be found among people of 
every order; but wherever found, it is the ef- 
fect of the same benevolent spirit, that con- 
stitutes the vital essence of Universalism ;— 
which induces every good man, of every or- 
der, to desire, pray, hope, and labor, for the ° 
happiness of all men. A partial God, a par- 
tial spirit, a partial creed, a partial benevo- 
dence could never mature fruits. All those 
are merely speculative in the good man’s mind; 
created and imbibed, more from education or 
fear, than any thing else. They answer to 
teach childreu—they answer to carry to 
church—they answer for the priest to keep 
the people in awe—they answer to advance 
our interest and popularity in the world. But 
they will not answer for the good man to car- 
ry to the throne of grace, into the habitation 
/of want, nor the hause of mourning. No; he 
|dismisses them there; and there where his 
‘real religion shines with its brightest lustre, 
you invariably find him actuated with the spir- 
it of Universalism. His partial creed may 
bear him company to the grave of a deceased 





rejoice at all times to perform, as far as possi- | friend or neighbour ; but further it extends 
It is true, she does not descend to all bags 


It is there obscured—absorbed—lost— 
in the hope that animates the breast of the 
Universalist, that God will save all men at 
last. He that knows what Universalism is, 
he that knows what Universalists are, if they 
fulfil the tequisitions of their system, should 
blush to inquire, what ate the good effects of 
the doctrine? He that knows neither, should 
be ashamed to remain ignorant of them,when 
he.may so easily obtain information, and still — 
more so, to persevere in unhallowed opposi- 
tion and bitter persecution, which must orig- 
inate either in ignorance or the worst of ma- 
lignant feelings.— Liberalist. 


A great nuniber of substitutes for ardent 
spirits have been recomended, and a great 
many remedies for intemperance invented ; 
but the best substitute is believed to be ‘“‘ Ad- 
am’s Ale,” alias, pure- water, and the only 
remedy which can be relied on “ entire “absti- 
uence.” — Will own 
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AMERICAN HERMITESS. 

Sarah Bishop is a person of about 50 years of age. 
About 30 years ago, she was a lady of considerable 
beauty, with a competent share of mental endowinents 
and education ; she was possessed of a handsome for- 
tune, but was of a tender and delicate constitution ; 
she enjoyed but a low degree of health, and could be 
hardly comfortable without constant recourse to 
medicine and_careful attendance: and was often 
heard to say, that she dreaded no animal on earth but 
man. Disgusted with men, and consequently with 
the world, about twenty-three years ago she with- 
drew herself from all human soctety, and in the bloom 
of life, resorted tothe mountains which divide Salem 
frgm North Salem, near N. York, where she has spent 
her days ina cave or father cleft ofthe rock. As 
you pass the southern and elevated ridge of the 
mountain, and begin to descend the southern steep, 
you ineet with a perpendicular descent of a rock, in 
the front of which is this cave. At the foot of this 
rock isa gentle descent of rich and fertile ground, 
extending about ten rods, when it instantty forme a 
frightful precipice, descending halfa :nile, to the pond 
called Long Pond. In the ‘ront of the rock, on the 
north, where the cave is, and level with the ground, 
appears alarge frastun of the rock. of a double fath- 
om in size. thrown out by some unkaown convulsion 
in nature, and lying in front of the cavity from which 
it was rent, partly enclosing the mouth, and forming 
aroom: the rock is left ontire above, and forms the 
roof of this humb!> ansion.: This cavity is the 
habitation ofthe hermitess«in which she has passed 
the best of her years, excluded from all society ; she 
keeps no domestic animals, not even fowl, cat or dog. 
Her little plantation, consisting of half an cre, is 
cleared of its wood, and reduced to grass, where she 
has raised & few peach trees, and yearly ‘plants a few 
hills of beans, cucumbers, and potatoes ; thé whole is 
surrounded with a luxuriant grape-vine, which over- 
spreads the TT wood, and is very productive. 
On the opposite side of this little tenement, is a fine 
fountain of excellent water ; at this fountain we found 
the. wonderful woman whose appearanve it is alittle 
difficult to describe ; indeed, like nature in its first 
state, she was without form. Her dress appeared lit- 
tle else than one confused and shapeless mass of rags, 
patched together without any order, which obscured 
all human shape, excepting her head, which was 
clothed with a luxuriancy of lank grey hair descend- 
ing on every side, as time had Qrmed it, without any 
covering or ornament. When she discovered our 
approach, she exhibited the appearance of a wild and 
timid animal, she started and hastened to her cave, 
which she entered, and barricadoed the entrance with 
old’branches pulled from the decayed trees. We 
approached this humble habitation, and after some 
conversation with its inmate, obtained, liberty. to re- 
move the palisadoes and look in; for we were not 
able to enter, the room being only sufficient to ac- 
commodate one person. We saw no utensil either 
for labor or cookery, save an old pewter basin and 
gourd shell, no bed but the solid rock, unless it were 
a few old rags, scattered here and there, no bed 
clothes of any kind, nor the least appearance of food 
or fire. She had, indeed, a placé in one corner of the 
cell, where a fire had sometime been kindled, But it 
did not appear there had been one for several months. 
To confirm this, a gentleman says,he passed her cell 
five or six days after the fall of snow in the begin- 
ring of March, that she had no fire then, and had net 
been out since the snow had fallen. How she sub- 
sists during the severe season, is*yet a mystery ; she 
says she eats but little ftesh of any kind ; inthe sum- 
mer she lives on berries, nuts and roots. We con- 
versed with her for some time, found her. to be of a 
sound mihd, a religious turn of thought, and entirely 
happy in her gituation ; of this she has given repeat- 
ed proofs by refusing to quit this dreary abode. She 
keeps a bible with her, and says she takes mach sat- 
faction, and'spéids much time in reading it. 


An Implicit confidence should never be placed in 





* 4 . . . . . the 
books. rd them with the same caution vou ob-| across the. fair heavens, collecting and crowding to- | friend of acquaintance. . More. especially in 
pny en een ; okpesd the wot sationsl) probed gvther he black -_ signet 8 capers pany -. Jae aye pare ah.) - renee ¢ ; 
i evide f faot seemed almost to touc earth, threa' el. | more’a é erta’ | 4 
psec a gy 9 aia and uge it with instant fury. Whiat an a for |fibly render yourself ridiculous: Wiet entortai g 


Land crashed by the coldness and desolation of the 





“ LEAVE THY FATHERLESS CHILDREN | 
TO ME.” | 

“Leave thy fatherless cltildren, I will preserve them | 

alive ; and let thy widows trust in me.” } 

“Present and precious Saviour, I accept thy pledge,” | 
said the bereaved mourner, as she folded her cherub | 
boy to her widowed bosom. “Thou wilt be my God, ; 
and the God of my little one! 1 give him to thee, my | 
Father ! I ask not for him temporal! benefits ; but oh ! | 
bless him abundantly with thy love, and mould him in | 
thine ownimage!” She kissed the holy book while | 
kneeling before it, as if to seal the sacred compact | 
which her lipshad uttered. Tears were fast dropping 
from her eyes, yet they seemed any thing but tears of 
sorrow. Confiding love, and meek-devotion, gave to 
her countenance a seraph’s sweetness, as if the re- 
cording angel, when he received, her offering, had 
1@t the impress of his heavenly spirit. ; 

It is not enough to say that the heart of the suppli- 
cant was fesigned in its bereavement : She was even 
made to rejoice in that tribulation which had uaited 
her so manilestly to the “ High and Holy One who 
inhabiteth eternity.” The frail tendril clasps in its 
weakness the unyielding oak, and depends upon its 
strength and power for support and shelter amid de- 
stroying teinpests ; but not so securely and confiding- 
ly as the hopes of the widowed one were all entwined 
around her Saviour’s love—her promises of mercy 
and protection 

** Leave thy fatherless children--I will preserve 
them alive!” This promise is doubtless intended to 
be taken in a spiritual sense more particularly ; and 
while its sweetness in such an extended view should 
fill our hearts with gratitude, at the wondrous com- 
passion which prompted it, we should be tremblingly 
fearful of ourselves, legt we tall short of the trusting 
spirit which is required of us. Mary, in the fulness 
of her faith at this moment, believed that the promise 
was for this world, as well as for the next—that her 
son should be spared for his mother's consolation 
while she remained on earth—that together they 
should enjoy that ‘“ mansion not made with hands 
eternal in the heavens ;” and she raptyrously thanked 
the Spirit who had come into her heart to awaken, 
to purify, and to comfort, when it had been chilled 


grave. One year had seen her widowed, and the pe- 
culiar blessings proffered to the desolate had been 
more than fulfilled to her. Her peaceful habitation 
was surrounded by all those beauties of nature which 
so irresistibly lead the pious mind to nature's God. 
The placid lake and verdant fields remind her of the 
“still waters and green pastures” where Jesus leads 
his flocks. ‘The mountains which seemed placed like 
sentinels for safety and protection, whispered to her 
spirit, “So stands the Lord about his saints, to guard 
them from their foes.” The golden clouds spoke of 
the glorious home above them,and of the happy and 
beloved being who had gone there before her. 

Thus communing with her God, and teaching her 
little one to lisp His praises and bow to him in pray- 
er, the days had passed away imperceptibly, and the 
anniversary of her loneliness had dawned upon her 
still drawing support from the only fountain which 
can truly yield it. as 

“As thy day ie, shall thy strength be,” is the sure 
promise of Him, who-cannot lie. Accordingly on the 
first return of that period when the recellection of 
her trial would naturally recur with all the wither- 


ing powers of a bereavement, she had no sooner bow- | 


ed her knees to supplicate strength, and resignation 
and »support, than. as I have stated an emanation 
from Deity, appeared to come down and encircle the 
petitioning spirit with its own bright halo of joy and 
holiness, into which nothirig tinctured by the sorrows 
of earth, dared enter. 

Moments and hours passed on in such communion 
as the world knows nothing of, and the day which had 
dawned with unusual splendour, was almost instantly 
tronsformed into one of pote darkness. Clou:s 
of fortentious meaning horried like spirits of evil 





the mother from that dream of heaven whith had en. 
tered her soul! Her first thought was for the safety 
of her nursling who was more than life to her. She 
looked around, expecting to meet his cherub smile 
but he was no where tobe seen.'. She called, but 
no glad voice responded to her awn—no gentle fvot. 
st ps gave token that her summcns were attended 
to. _ Every erevice in the house was instantly explor. 
ed with fearful and troubled haste ; and when hear 
sick she returned from the last, she faint urmur- 
ed. “Father let not my faith forsake me !”’ Her anx. 
ious eye wandered over the face of nature ; but noth. 
ing bearing animation metits gaze. Even the brits 
creation had retreated, térrified, from the unwonted 
spectacle ; and the noble and coragous h 
Which never retires from danger, shrunk in trembli 
wonder from the terriffic manifestations of the Dej 

A mother’s heart. fears not the tempest’s fury 
when alarmed for the safety, of her offspring. Mary 
rushed forth into the midgt of it. Her distracted 
looks were turned towards the lake that had so often 
called forth her admiring gratitude to the wonderfi] 
Architect of the Universe. Its turbid waves wer 
beating- each other with all the fury of contendi 
passion : and forgetful of every thing but her fears, 
she flew towards it. witk the sickening apprehension 
that her son, her dear son, might be buried in its bo- . 
som. With the speed of the hurricane she reached 
the shore—she saw the child: He was at a little dis 
tance in a boat filled with boys, terrified at the almost 
certain prospect of instant death! What can the 
mother do? Terrific billows now rise foaming be 
tween her and the object of her intense solicitude, 
They recede, and the frail bark is once more — 
She sees the imploring arms of her little one stretch 
ed out to her for succor. Oh! could she but reach 
the boat? 'Tis vain, ’tis vain' and all her shrieks 
for help are only echoed by the roaring ee ; 
Once more! Oh, he has sunk upon his knees! hi 
little hands are raised to heaven, as if he had ceased 
to struggle, and was looking towards that home which’ 
now would svon receive him. ( 

The heart of the widowed one melted at this spec 
ticle- She knelt upon the sands subdued and si 
She bowed her head in meekness, faintly murmuring, 
“Oh, Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me!" She would have added, “ Not my will but 
thine be done !” but a plunge into the waves, and & 
shriek, as if from the very depth of the waters inter. - 
rupted this resignation of the last link to earth, and 
she sunk senseless upon the shore ; while the 
as if exulting in the misery it had sccougii 
howled over her in ceaseless ravings. ee? 
. x - * * * * 

Shall I tell of the mother’s waking, from the 
py unconsiousness which had shrouded her visio 
from so many, horrors? Cold, trembling lips 
close to hers. Arms, clinging with almost fr 
foridness around her neck ; and a soft, but dispafil 
Voice crying out, “Mother! dear mother ' wakeup. _ 
arousing her to life, to happiness, to adoration! _ 

The orphan boy was the only one saved among 60 
many ! A stranger, attracted from his fire-side 
the wailing shrieks, had generously braved the bik” 
lows, and was providentially directed to this childof 
many prayers, ; 25 ad 

I would say, “Trust in the Lerd at all times; 10 
He ha¥ never failed those who diligently seek Hit! 
Trust in the Lord ! ; o = 





EXTRACTOFALETTER 

FROM A FATHER, TO A SON, WHO HAD JUST LBET — 

HOME-TO ENTER UPON THE DUTIES OF HIS PRO~ | 

FESSION. ‘a 

Dear Son—In initiating yourself into socie : 

a strict eye upon yourself, that you may not fallinie 
a practice made use of by many of the gentlen ‘4 
they style themselves) of the present day. J meat. 
that of making use of dishonorable means to TaMy 

yourself, or toexcel some.one, in the esteem 
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- A Mandarine, who took 
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t can it afford a lady of taste and sense, when a 
friend calls to see Ler, to be obliged tosit and listen 
toa conversation which arises from envy and malice, 
and when the only object is to make one’s self popu- 
lar, by endeavouring to render some one else_unpop- 
ular? Such a conversation, may be clouded with a 
seeming. show for entertainment, but a scrutinizing 
eye, will always discover in it, the secret springs of 
detraction. And what rer‘ers it still more ridicu- 
lous (as practiced by many) is, that it is always aim. 
ed at some person hose name and reputation is es- 
tsblished, and raised far above the level of the one, 
who make use of this odious practice. To a lady of 
refmed sensibilities, nothing ismore pleasant, than 
an agreeable company, composed of both sexes. 
The only true method of rendering one’s self agrea- 
blé and Rosal companions, is, to appear well pleased 
and entertained, rather than to endeavour to please 
others. Te choose some rational and select conver- 
sation, and let your ideas be expressed with a delica- 
cy of sentiment, which will blend dignity with famil- 
iarity. There is nothing that will sooner break up 
all harmony amongst a circle of acquaintance, than 
the evils that I have mentioned. 

Iam, &c. your Father. 
Smithfield, June 19. 1828. 


‘TIGHT DRESSING. 

“Jn-the course of a lecture on the Structure and 
Functions of the Human Frame, recently delivered 
atthe Bristol institution by Mr. Estlin, that gentle- 
man, after exhibiting in an animal the natural situa- 
tion of the viscera contained within the trunk of the 
body, referred his audience to the skeleton, for tite 
purpose of showing how easily and how injuriously 
any tight dregs round the body must effect the im- 
portant organs within. Ifthe ribs are prevented from 
freely. expanding during, the inspiration by an exter- 
nal presure, shortness of breath on the slightest ex- 
ertion, and palpitation of the heart, are the conse- 
quences. Any thing tight below the rilis, on the part 
ealled the waist, is still more injurious, as here no 
bony protection exists, for the delicate organs within. 
A great mistake, he observed, seems to exist as tothe 
natural form of the body at this part, it being usually 
supposed that the disproportion between the circum- 

ence of the chest-is far greater than it really is; 
he recommended h's audience to study Baily’s beau- 
tifal statute of Eve, in the Institution, for juster ideas 
of the proportions of the human figure. A ‘frightful 
train of stomach and pulmonary complaints are the 
effect of the mode of tight dressing of the present 
day ; and though to the customs of society a degree 
of deference is due, he was convinced that good sense 
jee exists to allow of any who wished it, to pay 
asufficient attention to dress, without incuring the 
charge of singularity of affectation on the one hand,or 
injuring health on the other. A little astronomical 
figure he thought, would be a good appendage to the 
toilet: it would lead.the votary of fashion to imag- 
ine that the heart was praying for room to palpitate; 
the lungs.for liberty to perform their important of- 
fice for porifying the blood ; the stomach would sup- 
plicate for space to exercise its necessary functions 
of digestion ; and the thousand of absorbing vessels 
in the intenstines would entreat that destructive 
pleasure miget not disable them from their indispen- 
sible duty of-extracting nutrimeni from the food, and 
thee life and strength, and energy to every part 
of the system. 


: much pride in appeari 

with a number of jewels on eying part of hie Sue. 
was onée accosted by.an old sly Bonze, who follow- 
ed him through several streets and bowed often to 
the ground, thanking: him for his jewels, “What 
does the man mean?” cried the Mandarine, “Frie ‘ 
{ never gave thee any of my jewels.” No, replied 
the other, but you have let me look at them, and that 
is all the use you can make of them yonrself; there is 
no difference teseney, but this, you have the troub- 
le of watching them and that is an employment I don’t 
much desire.” 


+ 





FROM THE: GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
A SERMON, 
By L. S. Everett—Editor. 

“Lord save ws; we perish.”----Matthew viii. 25. 

There are very few incidents connected 
with our Saviour’s life, better calculated for 
moral. and religious improvement, than that 
which is expressed .by the words connected 
with those just read. We are informed, that 
on a certain time, our Saviour visited Caper- 
naum, where he performed many wonderful 
works. At length he visited the house of 
Peter, whose wile’s mother was sick of a fe- 
ver. ‘After having touched her hand, and re- 
stored her to health, he cured many who were 
afflicted with of disorders.. All this was done 
that the prophecy might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Isaiah; which declared of the 
promised Messiah, that he should take our in- 
firmities, and bear our sicknesses. Seeing 
that there was a great. multitude of people 
collected at that place, he directed his disei- 
ples to depart with him to the other side of 
the water, into the country of the Gergesenes. 
After he had entered into the ship, his disci- 
ples followed him. And, behold, there arose 
a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the 
ship was covered with the waves: but he was 
asleep. And his disciples came to him and 
awoke him, saying, Lord, save us; we perish ! 
He gently rebuked them for a want of faith, 
—issued his instructions to the boisterous el- 
ements, and there was a great calm! The 
men marvelled at his power‘ admired his kind- 
ness, and doubtless rejoiced at their deliver- 
ance. , 

Thisis'the brief hystory of those circum- 
stances which elicited the devout aspirations 
of the disciples of Christ, which have been 
selected for our consideration at this time; 
and after we have attended, for one moment, 
to one or two points of doctrine involved in 
the text, we will undertake to show the moral 
application of it to our condition as men. . 

We find in this-text, a prayer or petition to 
Christ, for Salvation. This prayer, it is true, 
is short; but the peculiar circumstances un- 
der which it was uttered, forbid a doubt as to 
its sincerity. ‘There appears to be nothing 
like affectation or hypocracy in it; nor can 
we reasonably presume that it was uttered 
with any desire to receive applause from men. 
It was the offering of ‘an ardent desire for de- 
liverance; adesire to be rescued. from the 
jaws of death! And what is peculiar in this 
transaction, is the fact, that the petitioners ut- 
terly despaired of obtaining deliverance from 
a watery grave, by their own exertions... They 
had.tried every mean within their power to 
save the ship, but at last gave up all hopes. of 
escape, and repaired to Christ,—awoke him, 
and uttered their request. Here was no jarr- 
ing of interests, no contention about names 
and sects, and no. desire to be distinguished 
from other men; but all with one consent u- 
nited their strength, and with one voice ex- 
claimed, Lord, save us; we perish! And! 


what is still worthy of notice, is the en- 





tire confidence with which they repaired to 


- 


Christ. Their disappointment in the use of 
all other means, appeared not to have dis- 
couraged them, so far, as to occasion any dis- 
trust as to the ability of Christ to do what they 
desired ; but, although this was their last re- 
sort, yevthey appeared willing to trust their 
all in'the hands of him who was-mighty to 
save. 

But it is worthy of remark, that even those 
disciples, who had witnessed the marvellous 
displays of a Saviour’s power, never repaired 
to Christ for help until they had exhausted 
their own strength in trying to save them- 
selves. Every thing that promised relief was 
done that could be done. 
posed of to the best advantage ; each rope was 
fastened to its place ; each man was at his 
post ; the helm was carefilly managed ; the 
pilot was upon the look-out; and each foam- 
ing wave was observed with care and en- 
countered with skill! But all this did not an- 
swer. The tottering ‘vessel was ultimately 
plunged into the yawning abyss and driven 
with fury to the top of foaming billows, as it 
were, to contend against the fearful odds of 
the raging elements! Hence, their last re- 
sort was Christ. ‘The winds and waves corm 
tinued to rage, and they, for these reasons,ex- 
claimed, ‘‘ Save Lord ; we perish!” 

One thing more, and we may proceed.— 
The word “ perish,” is used in the text to de- 
note the distressed condition of those who ap- 
plied to Christ for help. They apprehended 
that a watery grave awaited them. The hor- 
rors of their condition cannot be described. 
’Tis true they were possessed of much faith; 
and their confidence in God and his Son, was 
strong and comparatively pure ;—but to die 
under such circumstances was truly awful.— 
No friendly hand was near to smooth their 
dying pillow—no Child was there to drop the 
tear of affectiaa—no mother could lean over 
their couch to anticipate their wants or sup- 
ply them—no wife could breethe the gentle 
sigh over her husband—and no father could 
close their eyes or perform over them the last 
offices of parental affection: but all before 
them was gloom, and wretchetiness, and ab- 
ject misery ! True, they looked beyond these 
scenes of tempestuous'ife and agonizing death 
to those bright. and blissful regions beyond 
the grave; but O, that some less dreadful 
death might await them! How hard to die in 
this condition!.O, the value of friends and 
relatives—how hard to be deprived of their 
society in the hour of dissolution !—Save 
Lord,—we perish! Interpose between us and 
an awful death—exert thy saving energies 
and we shall be saved—withhold thy hand and 
we die! Let not this flood of trouble come up- 
on us; we have but just tasted of the sweet- 
est blessings of life; thou.hast taught us to 
love our friends, our wives, our parents, our 
children, and even our enemies; we desire to 
have our lives prolonged for_a season, until we 
have cons inced others of'a Saviour’s love, and 
of the inutility of hatred; and then, let as die 
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vaded their hearts, and desires similar to those 
thus feebly expressed were originated by those 
feelings. Hence, the burden of their petition, 
was simply, to be delivered from an awful 
death; and ‘hence, too, the perishing condi- 
tion in which they actually were at that time, 
was that, from which they hoped to escape.— 
This history of our subject, together with the 
primary application of it, will afford a moral 
which cannot fail to interest every heart; and 
if rightly understood and judiciously applied, 
will afford that ‘ind of.iustruction which all 
need, and, I hope, all desire to receive. 

The first thing to be noticed, is the circum- 
stance which led them, ultimately, to address 
Christ in the language of the text. 

It may all be expressed iu one word : They 
had a proper sense. of their entire helpless- 
ness and their dependence on Christ for de- 
They, like other men, had re- 
course to every mean within their reach, be- 


fore they consented to repair to the captain of 


their salvation. He was suffered to sleep, 
neglected, if not forgotten, till every hope of 
salvation from death and destruction (predi- 
catedon human exertion) had been destroy- 
ed. Ifthey reflected at all on the subject, 
they must have concluded, that their divine 
Master had the ability and inclination to af- 
ford them every desired blsssing. They had 
seen his acts of mercy and kindness—had 
witnessed bis wonderful works—and had, 
themselves, in a particular manner, more than 
once, tasted of his temporal and _ spiritual 
bounty. They knew he was near them.— 
They had heard the prophetick assurance, 


_ (since versified by some poet,) 


“Those wakeful eyes, thit never sleep, 

Shall Israel keep when dangers rise :’"— 
but, in compliance with nature’s first princi- 
le, (a desire to helpthemselves,) they neg- 
ected to call on him, who is ever mighty and 
willing to save, until, by sad experience, they 
found themselves ‘* without hope and without 
God in the world.” This led them to Christ. 
We can easily conceive of their distress,— 
They had toiled ‘incessantly to save them- 
selves. Each nerve had been strained—each 
mind had been deeply agitated—every faculty 
had been exerted both of mind and body ; un- 
til, at length, overcome by fatigue, discour- 
by a wantof success, and disheartened 
and appalled by the gloomy prospects before 
them, they abandoned, with one consent, their 
fruitless and unavailing labour, threw aside 
the implements of their profession, repaired to 
Christ, and with despair depicted on each 
countenance offered up to him, who only could 
save them, the humble, ardent, and contrite 
request which is the theme ofour present sub- 
ject! Ah! how unavailing and inefficient are 
the exertions of mortals,when directed against 
a war of elements or the frowns of Omnipo- 
tence! Great God!—How presumptuous -are 

thy children ! 

A few important reflections are suggested 

by thecircumstance just related. 7 


First :—The condition ofthose men of old, 


is similar to that of all mankind as. relates’ to 
their connexion with Christ and their liabili- 
ty to neglect him nntil every other means of 
deliverance has been tried and found una- 
vailing. J.ook:abread into the. world. How 
few do we-find, who are willing to submit un- | 
conditionally to Christ !— Unconditionatly did 
I say ?—‘“*Ah yes!” “ ©,” says the fearful sin- 
ner, “ Jesus, the Son of God and high priest 
of our profession, was commissioned by the 
Father, on the bright moruing of creation, to 
descend, on pinions of everlasting love, to this 
dark world of sorrow and death; mercy in 
radiant beams of glory, shone from his coun- 
tenance ;—compassion beamed from his eye ; 
the tear of pity bedewed his cheek ; and un- 
born—no, heaven-born benevolence was exhib- 
ited in every action of his short but glorious 
life, and in his painful but triumphant death ! 
But, O, the terrours of his coming !—Justice 
—vindictive—Justice, demauds my ruin !— 
Wrath, vengeance, and implacable indigna- 
tion threaten my life, and demand my end- 
less distress! Hell gapes wide to receive my 
trembling’ spirit; and unless something is 
done to quell the storm, eternal despair is my 
portion |! Something must be done, and I must 
de it, or | am eternally lost! Z am amoral a- 
zent,—hell is behind me—heaven is bejore 
me, and the means of escape from the one, 
and entrance into the other are within my 
reach! [ must work or die!’ Hold—presum- 
tuous sinner! Out of thine own mouth will I 
condemn thee. 

Have we not just said, that he, who had 
power to still the tempest, came down from 
heaven into our world? Who sent him here, 
and for what purpose did he come? Let him 
vindicate his own- character. ‘* He that re- 
ceiveth you—receiveth me, and he that re- 
ceiveth me, réceiveth him that-sent' me.”— 
Again; “Say ye of him, whom the Father 
hath sanctified, and sent into the world, ‘ thou 
blasphemest ;’ because I said, I am the Son 
of God?” Again: ‘ Unto you first, God hav- 
ing raised up his Son, sent him to bless you, 
in turning away every one of you from his in- 
iquities.” See Acts iii. 26. From this we 
learn, that Almighty God sent his;:Son into 
the world; and we next inquire fog what pur- 
pose did he-come? See. Matt. x. 40. He 
came to seek and to save the lost! He came | 
to save sinners, such as ourselves. And in 
this he only complied with the “ willof him 
that sent him.” See John iv. 34, and vi. 40. 

What glorious truths are these! And how 
undeniable! A devil would not deny them. 
But what follows? A truth as eternal as God! 
God-never would have sent his Son on this 
divine errand, if sinners were objects of ha- 
tred. He never would have commissioned 
his Son to have come into our world—angels 


at his advent, had it not n determined, 
that the unnumbered millions of .suffering in- 
telligences, who were lost in sin should event- 
ually be gathered together in him. God be 
praised—glory to his Son—ithatks to the Spir- 
it of uncreated Love which formed the plan— 





top-stone of a world’s Salvation! ! 

Who can hear the divine declaration—the 
Father loveth.the Son and hath given all 
things into his hands,” without. feeling the 
most grateful emotions of love, gratitude and 
joy? And who can hear the soul-stirring 
voice from heaven, saying, This is my below 
ed Son in whom Iam we'll pleased—or ‘the 
solemn asseveration that all shall be subdued 
to Christ—at last to God, reconciled by the 
blood of the Cross, changed in the twinkling 
ofan eye to a state of spiritual glory and im. 
corruptibility, without feeling the heavenly. 
impulse, and crying glory—“ glory to God in 
the highest, on earth, peace,” &c. ‘ 

But here comes tliis doubting sinner again 
with tears of sorrow in his eye, and anguish 
in his heart! “O,” says he, “if [ could be 
lieve that the love of God, the power and be 
nevolence of his Son, the energies of his 
spirit were sufficient for my own and a world’s 
salvation, I would—what?+ Would you go 
on and sin forever? No, your hearts, my re 
spected hearers, bear me witness, that could 
you but obtain that blessed hope, you would 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory! 
Yes, then tvo, you would go to Christ, and 
fling yourself unconditionally into his arms! 
Then your ropes-and canvass would surely be 
handled with different motives:—you would 
then be obedient to your Master, your 
tain, and your God ; and instead of taking 
lead in matters of great consequence, you 
would devoutly say, Lord Jesus thou art my.. 
Redeemer, I will follow Tuee. at 

But we have -already anticipated another 
particular which deserves notice. 

Although. under circumstances like those 
just mentioned, every sinner beholds an in-_ 


he also finds the true efficacy of works, He 
discovers, that although his divine Master is. 
able and willing to effect the deliverance 
from death, sin and pain, of a world lying ia 
wickedness, yet, that works are essential... 
It is necessary for each sinner to-go to 


Christ—to be up and doing—-te go to him or 


there is a wide difference between going: 
Christ for deliverance, and trying to purch 
it at a stipulated price: There is a great com 
trast between those exertions of the pont 
which are produced by a desire to merit heay-_ 
eh, and those which are produced by @ 

sense of the love of God and the eternal ful if 


+ esig is 
* 


after! . We are exhorted to follow C 
sincerity; which implies that we 


obedience. is also required- of us all, and 


to proclaim it, and believing saints to rejoice | forced compliance with any law ¢ 


considered. meritorious. ' pee 
It is of great consequence to every UNTIsE 


be fully persuaded in his own mind, both 





the fullness of Grace in Jesus Christ and We 
necessity of works of righteousness.“ ” : 


* . - 
hrs 


grace, Grace to him who brought forth the -} 





finite fullness in the store house of grace, yet. 


instruction, for cemfort, for salvation! | i. a 


ness of his salvation: In’ a word, there 1s@ _ 
difference between going before and-following — 
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take the reigns into our own hands. A willing fo 


ian fully to understand this eubject. He should” 
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For example: we 


to do this willingly _ Now, if we undertake 
to do thus, and afe led so to do by fear of his 
eance, we commit a dreadfn) sin. For in 
acase like this, the burden of our song is, that 
we are contpelled to do thus; whereas were it 
not for the dread of bell we would not do it,— 
and for this reason, because we cannot discov- 
er any thing in God, while reflecting upon 
his dreadful anger, which,"of itself, is lovely. 
Hence we add hypocrisy, of the very worst 
‘kind, even*hypocrisy before the Searcher of 
all hearts, to the sin of unbelief in the bright- 
_ estevidences, and most glorious promises of 
aloving God! This will serve to elucidate 
our general subject. 

We are required to work out our own sal- 
yation, and if the command be just, we have 
the ability to comply. But this command is 
sonnected with the declaration that “ God 

‘ -worketh in us to will and to do of his own 
; pleasure.” Every Christian, then, as a 
wer of Christ, is under obligation to work 
—to work out his own present salvation by 
acts of righteousness ; -but he is not bound to 
work, beheving that his eternal salvation 
rests upon his exertions; for he should con- 
stantly bear in mind, that the Author and Fin- 
isher of his faith, is also the Finisher of that 
fests plan of redemption, which secures 
is own, and the salvation of a world of sin- 
ners ! 

But here comes up an objection. It may 
be said, that there is, in this case, but little, if 
any; encouragement to the sinner for living a 
holy, active, and useful life. Why so? Be- 
cause, (it is replied,) this doctrine destroys 
the hope of eternal blessedness as a reward 
for keeping the commands of God. This 
would indeed be a hard matter, if there was 
ho reward for well doing beside that of etern- 
al salvation. But is it so? Isay NO. There 
is a sufficient reward for keeping the com- 
mandments in_s@doing, which consists in the 
pes! ‘salvation of the believer ; aad thére is 

80a sufficient punishment for a non-compli- 
ance-with duty, which consists in that dam- 

~ Ration which attends unbelief and sin; and 
lence we infer the necessity of -works, not- 
withstanding there is a fulness of Grace dis 
payed and insured in the plan of Redemp- 


; . This view of the subject takes away the 
difficulties which have genesis attended the 
bours of ministers who have undertaken to 
show the necessity of works and the absolute. 
salvation of some by grace. They have gone 
fo work on the supposition that sin is not pun- 
» @ hed nor virtue rewarded in this life, and 
_ have been troubled to find out a plan to ef- 
: fect the salvation of some.by grace exclusive- 
» ly, and at the same time to-show the necessi- 
- works, and the reward of righteousness. 


Lots only bear in Inind, then, that. the pow-'! which have deceived:him, both in relation to 
love, and mercy-of God as man-' my faith, and‘his.own, 


‘| &, goodness, 
| ifested in Christ, are sufficient to warrant the| 
ea sao confidence in his ability and inclina- 


are commanded to love | tion to save to the uttermost, and that a be- 
the Lord our God with our whole heart, and lief in this truth will effect (together with the 


‘ists. 


proper fruits of such faith) our present salva- 
tion from fearand ‘sin, and every difficulty 
vanishes away, afd the’scriptures are harmon- 
ized. 

This appears tobe the moral of our subject, 
We should have faith—and our faith should 
not be dead, but should work by love and pu- 
rify the heart. We should goto Christ, the 
Captain of our Salvation ; let him lead us on 
by his precepts—copy his examples—imitate 
his kindness, his love, and charity, and re- 
pose in the arms of a compassionate Redeem- 
er. Indoing thus we shall reap a great re- 
ward: even that of conscious security while 
we live, and a sweet deliverance from death, 
sin, and the grave when we die. In this way 
we might spend our short and uncertain lives 
with joy, and our present, and last days would 
be days of peace. 

ImprovementT.—Brethren and friends :— 
The troubles,-and trials, and tempations of 
this tempestuous world frequently threaten 
our destruction.. The windsand waves, in a. 
metophorical sense, often beat upon us with 
fury, and the -gulph of perdition and destruc- 
tion appears sometimes to be open before us ; 
and how isit with ourselves? Are we dispos- 
ed to forget our Saviour and deny the Lord 
that bought us, by saying that his love and 
power are not sufficient for our necessities? 
Do we deny the efficacy of his grace, and pre- 
fer to lean our hopes on personal holiness ? 
Do we presume to. say in our hearts that with- 
out our co-operation, the salvation of our souls 
from sin, in eternity will never be effected? 
Or do we resign ourselves and all! that we 
have into the hands of a merciful Saviour, be- 
lieving that all shall be made willing in the 
day of his power? And do we, (if any are so 
happy as to have tasted the good word ofGod,) 
do we, I say, discover the great responsibility 
under which we are placed by the out-pour- 
ings of God’s love upon a guilty world? How 
high, how broad, how deep are the counsels of 
benevolence ! How feeble and impotent—how 
despicable and helpless is man! Away, then, 
with our own strength—help Lord Jesus—we 
perish—withhold thy hand, and we die | 

Pa AmMeEN. 


THE FATHER AND SON. 

Father. My son; I am grieved on account 
of your embracing the faith of the Universal- 
I fear your endless well-bejng is in dan- 
ger. 1am convinced that your fatal error is 
the result of your misconception ofthe cha- 
racter of God, and of his plan of salvation 
through Christ the Mediator. God’s justice 
must be satisfied, even at the expense of the 
endless destruction of rebellious sinners, who 
will not obey the:Gospel of Christ. 
Son. _ If my father please, | will endeavour | 





to defend my faith,.and expose those - errors 











be a vain attempt, my son. 


You cannot the character of God, nor 


(W 


dispense withhis vengeance, which will cer- 
tainly fallon the headsof the wicked. I tremble 
while I contemplate your condition, exposed to 
the never-ending wrath of an angry and in- 
censed God. ; ‘ 

.. Son. It is you, my dear Sir, who are the 
subject of error, as I will soon make appear, 
if your candour will acknowledge facts, and 
your prejudice submit to the control of reason. 
You already know, that my Faith, or Creed, 
is contained in the Scriptures; and that I can- 
not be condemned for my belief, unless I am 
condemned for believing God’s promises, the 
testimony of his Son, and all his holy proph- 
ets. You acknowledged, in a recent conver- 
sation, that-I believed as much as yourself, 
and more than you, with the exception af be- 
lieving certain dogmas which you. failed to 
find in the Scriptures; so that, as far as faith 
is concerned, | am in na.more danger than 
yourself. ; 

Father. This admitted, there is something 
yet wanting. Works, my son, must accom- 
pany faith; or, as Paul says, we shall be like 
a tinkling cymbal. 

Son. it is charity, or love rather, which 
Paul makes the one thing needful. 

Father, Then you admit that there is 
something needful to salvation. I now \begin 
to conceive hopes of your returning to a sound 
mind. My son, supposing this needful thing 
should be wanting, what will become of your 
new-fangled doctrine? ; 

Son. Father, supposing the Calvinistic 
Devil aud Hell exists; and suppose also, that 
this Devil shall get all mankind, what will then 
become of your doctrine? 

Father. You utter an absurd supposition ; 
for if God exists, the Devil must be vanquished 
and the Redeemer’s Kingdom prosper and be 
glorified. — 

Son. True, Father, you now defend my 
doctrine, and have become’a coadjutor in the 
cause of truth, which I rejoice in. We both 
agree that there is one thing needful; and that 
it is love. My Bible informs me that “ Gop 1s 
Lovr.’’ God, then, my Father, is, emphati- 
cally, the one thing needful. If God shall be 
wanting, my doctrine must fall. But 1 have 
been taught, that “ All things are of God, who 
hath reconciled ‘us. unto himself by Jesus 
Christ.” 1 therefore, not only admit, but will 
contend firmly for the truth of the proposition, 
that love is indispensable to the salvation of 
mankind. Now, Sir, as ‘God is love,” and 
this love infinite and unbounded, I contend 
for its sufficiency; and I now inform you, that 
hatred, the opposite to love, must exist, and 
overpower love, before one of the haman race 
shall be doomed to endless ruin. . 

Father. My son, I still see that you mis- 
take the character of the Deity. God is just; 
and muth as he may be said to love mankind, 
he must love his own attribute of justice bet- 
ter. ; 
Son. I must correct you, Sir. Prejudice 
has blinded you to the truth. God himself has 

lared, “1 ama just God and a Saviour.’’ 
Vhy, my dear Sir, do men, who pretend great 
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jealousy for God’s glory, reject his declara-! negative ; and the affirmative will plunge me 


tions, and attempt to support his character by 
their own inventions? God says, I am a just 
God and a Saviour. Common gense teaches, 
that if a just God is a Saviour, an unjust being 
must be the reverse, and a destroyer! The 
conclusion is reasonable, my dear Sir, that a 
God of love must-be a just God; and that a 
God of love will save and_bless the objects of 
his love. I-appeal to you, my earthly Father, 
and ask, Do you love me, your son? 

Father. God forbid that I should ever do 
otherwise than love my children. 

Son. Then, Father, you think it just to 
love your son, do you? 

Father. 1 love you, because you are my son. 

Son. Well, God loves men, because they 
are his children. 

, Lather. You must remember that men have 
rebelled against God; and for their sins de- 
. serve his vengeance. 

Son. 1 remember, Father, that God has 
said, * My children have rebelled,” &c.; but 
they are, notwithstanding, his children. You 
talk of the vengeance of God. Will you re- 
member that ‘God is love.” Pray, Father, 
what is the vengeance of love? I wish you to 
answer this question, and, at the same time, 
to think of the vengeance of hatred. 

Father. My son, you must not set traps to 
catch me. When I talk of God’s vengeance, 
I mean a vengeance compatible with hisjustice. 

Son. And I, Father, when I talk of God’s 
justice, I mean a justice, compatible with his 
love. I tell you, Father, you cannot get clear 
of God’s love. 

Father. You err, my son, in supposing God’s 
relation of Father, to be on a level with my 
relation to you. God, my son, is infinitely 
greater than I your earthly Father. 

Son. And infinitely better too, I hope, 
Father; although I mean no disrespect by 
the comparison. 

Father. Certainly, my son, your exception 
is very proper. 
finitely more holy and good than I, who am 
but dust and ashes. 

Son Our conversation has produced a re- 
markable association of ideas in my poor head, 
Father; and I hope you will not be offended 
if I bring them out for our mutual edification. 
I entreat you to inform me, Father, it you 
have not been moved to converse with me, by 


a motive of love, and concern for my well- 
being! ' - 
Father. My son, you have spoken the 


words of truth and soberness. My love for 
you, and my concern for your well-being, is 
my sole motive. 


Son. Well, Father, I believe you, and I 
have been thinking it would give you much 
satisfaction to learn, that your son’s well-being 
is secured beyond the possibility of accident, 
or danger. -You have admitted thaf I have a 
Father in Heaven, infinitely greater and bet- 
ter than yourself; pray Father, am I not safe 
in his hands ? : 

Father. My son,1 dare not answer in the 


I must admit that God is in- 





into unlooked for difficulties. Let us reason 
together my son, and see if you do not deceive 
yourself, in the manner of stating your propo- 
sitions, by which you think you have arrived 
at deductions favorable to. your pleasing hy- 
pothesis. . 


Son. Father, I must slight you a little, for 
I have been invited by my Heavenly Father 
to reason together with him, and have been 
assured, that the consequences shall be, that 
my sins, although of the colour of scarlet and 
crimson, shall be’as white as wool, or snow. 
Surely, Father, you will not ask me to reason 
with you, with an intention to produce a dif- 
ferent colour ! 

Father. My son, I cannot suppress my 
fears. Something may be wrong; and all 
this fine-spun argument of yours fail inth e»’. 

Son. Well, Father, after all, I must assure 
you, that I do not depend on my arguments 
for salvation. Pray, Sir, aside from your fears 
for my condition, have you no fears for your 
own 1? 


Father. Iwill be candid. I have feared 
at times, and I have been unhappy in conse- 
quence ; but now, since your conversion to 
this strange doctrine, apprehension for, my 
own condition has been swallowed up in my 
anxiety and alarm for yours. I think, howev- 
er, that I have learned from the scriptures, 
that the prophets and good men of old, were 
subject at times to a fearful despondency, 
which grew out of an humble sense of their 
own unworthiness, as sinners ; and that they 
were refreshed by calling to mind the mercy, 
long-suffering, and compassion of God. In 
this way I recover strength, and hope alone in 


God’s unmerited, free, and boundless grace. 


and goodness. 


Son. ‘Well, Father, it seems we both land 
at last on the same foundation. The differ- 
ence, however, appearsto be this: I go straight 
to the mercy of God, being guided by His im- 
mutable promises. But you, Father (pardon 
my sincerity)-have many crooks and turns in 
your faith. I must err in a far greater degree 
than lam atpresent willing toacknowledge, if 
my way is not the best supported by scripture 
andreason, Surely, Father, there is a mean- 
ing in the declaration, that ‘“‘Wisdom’s ways 
are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace,” I pray you, Father, to try this pleas- 
ant and peaceful way, and see, peradventure, 
if you do not lose your fears on the road. 


Father. Ab, my son, may God grant that 
neither of us shall be deceived ; and find, 
when too late, that we have fatally mistaken 
the true course. - 


Son. My dear sir; “God is Love.” Jesus 
the Mediator, shall st your scruples. 
‘“‘ If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your Father who is in Heaven give good 
things to them that ask him ?” *' 

‘ CAIAPHAS, 

Dialogical Instructer. + * 


.ion of the lips, while the heart is enmity a 


Telescope ana PHisceliany, 


“« Earnestly contend for the faith.” 








Provipence, Saturpay, Jury 5, 1828, 
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FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 


TRUE WORSHIP. 


‘¢All nations whom thou hast madeshall come and’ 
worship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy 
name.” Psalm, 86th. 9th verse. - 

With all who admit the authenticity of the 
scripturés, and acknowledge their trath, if 
seems scarcely necessary to contend for the 
universality and general extent, of the mean 
ing of this passage. Yet it is a fact; that many - 
who appear very honest in their opinions, can 
not believe that all men, or all nations, will 


‘ever worship God until they ate obliged to 


bow by his omnipotence. (forgeting perhaps, 
that the scriptures declare that all shall be 
willing in the day of his power.) We will 
therefore inquire of the sacred oracles, how 
its import can be safely and truly determined, 
In the first place, the whole race of manis 
included by the term,» all nations ;” and to 
show the mutual relation between them, we 
wil apply to the 17th chap. of Acts. where we 
are informed, that God made of one blood, 
all the nations of men; and that We are also 
his offspring. Now if kindred blood flowsin 
all our veins, there must be an affinity in our 
worship. And if we are all the offspring of 
God, who is a spirit, we must be in some 
measure, partakers of that spirit: ; 

It is to know and understand our sacred 
relation, to our Almighty Father, that consti 
tutes our happiness in this world; and_ their 
knowledge, becoming more perféct, when we. 
are taught by his wisdom, will augment and 
complete it. 

Suppose we admit for a moment, that this. 
worship will be conrpulsory ;—that al} will be 
compelled to fall, before that power which 
knows no resistence; we destroy the import _ 
of the language, because all who really wor 
ship the Father must do it, in_spirit and im 
truth; for he seeketh such to worship himj- 
and it must be the free-will offering of the 
heart, or it will not glorify his name. : 

For the devils believe also and tremble, be. _ 
cause they know they have neither. part nor 
lot in this matter; but such servility deserves 
not the name of worship, it is a mere confes*” 
gainst God, and far from him. - 

When once we admit the universal. extent 
of the goodness of God, and of his promises; _ 
we find little difficulty, in reconciling all the — 
judgments and punishments, which. he has — 
pronounced upon the wicked ;~ but we 3B 
not for a moment admit a literal. consiruct! 
of the passages which says: “The 
shall be turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God,” if that were to be endie 
in its duration; for all men are wicked, 
all nations have at. some time or other, 
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mitted, would amount to the endless misery 
of the whole human,race. 
But we readily concede, that itis a simile, 
which teaches us that every transgression and 
disobedience, shall receive a recompense of 
reward; fur the Psalmist says in this context: 
“For great is thy mercy towards me, and 
thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest 
hell.’ Noone F think of common research 
and reflection, will contend that this hell at 





worst, was any thing more than a despairing 


consciousness oi his infirmity, and the affilic- 
tions which he suffered thereby; nor can we 
admit that, ‘thé soul that sinneth will ever 


~ jiterally die.”~ Because, as the offspring of 


God, we have endeavoured to prove that we 
partake of his spirit—that the mind or soul of 
man is immortal, and hever subject to death. 
TMerefore, we are bound to conclude, that 
however severe the chastisements may be, 
which God in his wisdom will inflict on us, 
they are all calcul:ted to produce our amend- 
ment and obedience to his will. And I con- 
tend against all the wisdom and philosophy o: 
this world, that no sinner will be able to with- 
stand the Almighty. But, in that day, when 
all shall becomd guilty before him, his rebel- 
lious spirit, and hardness of heart, will be 
subdued within him; when he sees his own 
unworfhivesss, and the supreme love ahd mer- 
cy of our God and Father. And the soul 
that trangresses God’s law, must naturally sui- 
fer so long as it remains disobedient ; but the 
day cometh when ‘tle proud and all that do 
wickedly shall be stubble,’’—-when every evii 
affection will be destroyed; and every clond, 
that obscures and darkens the mind of man, 
shall be dispersed ; and we shall be changed 
from glory to glery, until the righteous shall 
shine forth in the kingdom of their Father. 


Althongh this text teaches us the universa! 
extent and effect of salvation: yet the time 
and. manner of its accomplishment must b: 
sought from other places; and as the infiut 
mind gradually expands fiom its feeblest ca- 
pacity, to the fullest exercise of the powers 
of imagination and feeling; so we, as babes 
in the gospel, are instructed by the grace of 
God, until we are enabled 6 perceive, what 
is the length and breadth and height, of the 
love of God toward us. 

And God has given Christ power over all 
flesh ; but with all our wisdom, we do not yet 
see all things actually subject to him; all are 
hot saved from the wages of sin—-are not free 
from the condemnation of fhe law; all have 
not hope in Christ asthe only name given 
among men whereby we must be saved.— 
Therefore it appears plain, that all who die 
without a firm and steadfast hope in his sal- 


* vation, must rise under the same condemna- 


tion, in which they lived in the world, and so 


_ fontinue;-until God shall please to pour out 


his spirit on all flesh; aud to reveal to our be- 
Universal love dnd goad will to man; then all 
will fee! the influence'of that grace—his sal- 
vation be proclaimed and all flesh see it togeth- 


— minds his real character, which is 





er. 
ask, that we may receive a hope full of im- 
mortality ; and so seek, that we may find him, 


And may God grant, that we may all so | presume to enter the dwelling of an Unitarian 


or Universalist, unless he was convinced that 
the husband was absent: like the serpent of 


of whom Moses and the prophets wrote ; to| old, he ventures not with his temptation to 
our everlasting peace, and the salvation of our |the man, but makes the woman the subject of 


souls, from every evil that is in the. world ;—| 


and from the despending fear of death— 


“And all our hearts in tune be found, 
Like David's harp of solemn sound.” 
GULIELMUS. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 

Mr. Editor.—A_ disposition to communi- 
cate happiness, to my fellow-creatures ; and 
of exposing thé evil machinations of an aspir- 
ing priest-hood ; are the only inducements, 
which have prompted me to write the follow- 
ing communication; the design of which, is, 
to expose the unrighteous means, which have 
been used by the orthodox clergy, residing in 
the vicinity of S——, to obtain proselites 
to their ¢ftlusive creed. In doing this I shal! 
pass by in silence, the disgraceful art, and 
management practiced by a Mr. T. in getting 
up what he termed a revival of religion; 
which he produced by exiting. the animal pas- 

ions of a few ignorant women and children : 

and afterwards published an account of the 
same in the Christian Mirror, in’ which, he 
vas. pleased to attribute the miserable effects 
of his own disgraceful conduct, to the divine 
nflvence of the holy spirit. 

Tie characteristic features of the ortho- 
dox clergyman in the vicinity of S are 
not very similar, to those of whom the 
apostle speaks as having “ crept in unawares.” 
They make it their business to creep into almost 
every house,to question the females, in the 
absence of their husbands; they generally 
commence their impudent interrogatories, by 
asking the over-awed females some of the fol- 
lowing impertinent questions :— 

Do you evér read your bible? Do you ever 
pray? Do you have a realizing sense of your 
own wicked and corrupt heart, of your utter 
unworthiness, and total inability of nature to 
do any good thing whatever? Can you not 
see, that it would be perfectly consistent with 
justice, for God to dam you to all eternity ; 
and do you not dispair of ever being saved on 
the ground of justice? He then, with a most 
piteous looking visage, expresses his concern 
for the future welfare of their precious, im- 
mortal souls; and invites them to attend his 
meeting; to conclude the conversation, he 
recommends to their perusal a few selected 
orthodox tracts, well charged with the dog- 
mas of Calvinism, together with Baxter’s 
Saint’s Rest, the Assembly’s Catechism, and 
other similar trash: he then leaves the timor- 
ous and half converted female, but not with- 
out an expression of sorrow occasioned, by the 
absence of the husband, which heisecareful to 
preface with a promise of soon seeing them 
again. ? Hee 

Notwithstanding he always expresses his 
regret that, the husband is necessarily ‘ab- 
sent ; Ifeel confident, that be would never 








his attack and triumph. 

This conduct of theirs, seems to answer 
the description which the apostle Peter gave 
of those, whom he said, should privily bring 
in damnable heresies; but, why do these 
clergymen try to palm, the incomprehensible 
mysteries contained in their dark and gloomy 
creeds, upon virtuous -and unsuspecting 
females? Answer} It is because, they know 
that the passions of females are easier excited 
than those of the other sex; and if they can 
bring them to worship at the bloody shrine of 
the genevian murderer, that, they will exert 
an influence over their husbands and children 
favorable to their ecclesiastical designs. It 
is because they know, that, their tottering 
fabrick is depending solely for its support, up- 
on their success in operating upon tlie fears 
of weak nerved females. These clergymen 
recommend their people to read the bible, to 
be*sure ; but if any of them, in the course of 
their researches after truth, should happen to 
be convinced of the fact, ‘that in the dis- 
pensition of the fullness of times, all 
things will be. gathered together in Christ,” 
these clergymen would very gravely tell 
them that they were given over to hardness of 
heart and blindness of mind. Should any of 
their converts on examination of the sacred, 
scriptures, become fully convinced, that their 
notions of the frinity, vicarious atone- 
ment, total depravity, election and reproba- 
tion, irresistible grace, miraculous conver- 
sion, tnstantancous change of nature, “&c. ; 
have no support whatever in the scriptures of 
disine truth; and believinz them to be diamet- 
rically opposed to plain common sense, and 
sound reason, should reject them, as being, 
in. their opinions, utterly false ; these minis- 
ters would immediately denounce them, as a- 
postates from christianity. Thus it seems, 
that instead of trying to make men better, 
they are using every means within their reach 
to bring them to worship the image, erected 
by the heated immagination, of the founder of 
Calvinism : to compass this object, one would 
think, (judging from their actions) that, they 
were determined to sacrifice every principle 
of decency and decorum, on the altar of sece 
tarian prejudice. 


In their domiciliary visits, they command 
the woman to pray; but of what use, on sheir 
scheme, is there, in exhorting these women to 
pray? Will their prayers prove effectual in 
changing the unalterable decrees of Deity? 
Certainly not. Will they render the salva 
tion of the elect, more certain? By no means. . 
In regard to those whom, ‘“ God, has seen fit, 
to pass by, and ordain to~dishonor and wrath 
for their sins, to the praise of his glorious jus- 
tice,’ in regard to such characters, I say, is jt 
reasonable to su , that they can in any 
manner be benefited, by the petitions of those 
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temales, whom the clergy have frightened in- 
jo the attitude of prayer? Not at all ; not at 
all. As it is perfectly clear then, that no being 
in the universe of God, can derive any possi- 
ble benefit, from any of these prayers: the 
question naturally arises, what then, can they 
pray for? Why, say, these clergymen you 
must pray for the will of God to be done. 

This, command is, in my opinion, the very 
heighth of cruelty, it is demanding the non- 
elect to pray for their own damnation ; which 
I think no man in his senses would be likely 
todo. I cannot, but pity the credality of 
those, who can blindly swallow such indiges- 
table dogmas! 

Again. If it betrue, as these clergymen af- 
firm; that justice consigns the sinner to the 
unending wrath of an incensed God. It is 
equally true, that, nothing but cruelty and in- 
justice possesses the power of saving him; 
and as all men are sinners, if any are finally 
' saved by their God; it may be considered as 
proof positive, that he is an unjust being.— 
But just so certain as he is a God of justice, 
just so certain will he consign these clergy- 
men, with all their followers, to the flaming 
abodes of never-ending tortures. I will now 
leave this soul-sickening subject, in doing 
which, I humbly pray, that I may never have 
occasion to notice it again. 


With their permission, F would earnestly | - 


recommend to those females, who have not 
yet been lead captive, by these priests of Baal, 
under the garb of a pretended holiness; a 
constant perusal of the sacred scriptures, 
which contain an unerring rule, of faith and 
practice: which if duly regarded, will furnish 
them with every necessary requisite needed, 
in effectually opposing the importunities of 
those; who professing to be servants of the 
meek and compassionate Saviour, have arro- 
gated to themselves the vicegerency of heaven. 


My female friends—when these officious 
clergymen obtrude themselves upon you, for 
the purpose of manifesting their pretended 
love, to your souls; and concern for your fu- 
ture well being: you have only to give them 
to understand, that your confidence in the pa- 
ternal goodness of your heavenly Father, is as 
great, as itis in them; and that his power is 
all-sufficient to accomplish every design which 
his goodness may dictate, and that you cat 
rely with perfect safety on those’ promises, 
which assure us of the final, and complete 
triumph of righteousness and happiness, over 
sin and misery: and they will immediately 
desist from. visiting you; but if yon suffer 
yourself to imagine theirs to be in any way 
necessary to your happiness, they will take 
advantage of your confidence, and thereby 
render you miserable. May God in his good- 
ness ever guard and protect you from the evil 
machinations of all sach. phrarisaica! impos- 
tures; and grant you the uninterrupted en- 
joyments of that glorious rare which works 
by love and purifies the heart ! 


Those females, who regardless of the feel- 


tic concerns, in runing after their dear minis- 
ters; would I think, be benefited by a care- 
ful perusal of the directions, which St. Paul 
gave tohis son Titus, which -they may find 
recorded in the second chapter of Paal’s epis- 
tle to Titus. To conclude, my christian 
friends, let us love one anvther, let us deal 
justly, love mercy, and walk hambly with the 
Lord our God: if we do this, we shall doubt- 
less be accepted of him, in that day which 
shall try every man’s works of what sort it is. 
G. B. 





Poetry. 


FAREWELL.—BY LORD BYRON. 
Farewell! if ever fondest prayer 


For other’s weal availed on high, 
Mine will not all be lost in air, 

But waft thy name beyond the sky. 

*T were vain to speak, to weep, to sigh : 
Oh! more than tears @f blood can tell, 

When wrung from guilt’s expiring eye, 
Are in that word—Farewell ! Farewell! 








These lips are mute, these eyes are dry ; 
But in my breast, and in my brain, 
Awake the pangs that pass not by, 
The thought that ne'er shall sleep again, 
My soul nor deigns nor dares complain, 
Though grief or passion there rebel ; 
I only know we loved in vain— 
I only feel—Farewell.+ Farewell ! 


jAarvied, 


In Newport, Mr. Bryan Doyle, to Mrs. Catharine 
Hinckley. 

In Wrentham, on Monday evening last, by Rev. 
Mr. Fisk, Joseph J. Tillinghast, Esq. of ae 
wich, to Miss Nancy Whitney. 


| Biev, 


In this town, on Friday last week, after a lon 
and tedious illness, Captain John Jarman, in his 


ear. . 
. On Sunday last, Margaret Jane, daughter of Mr. 
George Grafton,aged 6 years and 4 months. 

On Monday afternoon, Clarissa Fitch, daughter of 
Mr. Henry Westcott. 

In Olneyville, Mrs. Lydia Pettengale, aged.30. 

In N. Providence, Mrs. Abigail H. Smart, aged 21. 

In Warren, Mrs. Maria M. Ames, aged 26, wife of 
Mr. R. N. Ames, formerly of this town. 

At Fall River, Miss Prudegee Presbury, aged 40, 

In Northampton, Mr. Isaac Moody, late of Brown 
University. 3 

In Columbia, 8. C. Mr. John Pierce, a patriot sol- 
dier of the Revolution. He wasa native of this State. 

In England, the famous Margaret Nicholson, an 
insane woman, who attempted to assassinate Geo. 
IL. of England, some 42 years ago, and had been in 
psa eversince. Her age is supposed to be 
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